
  R I S I N G  S TA R S8 9M a y  6 ,  2 0 0 9

 By CAROLYN MARKOWSKY  
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Whether Sarah Van 
Sciver’s self-
described “tiny 
hands” are stretch-

ing out to harp strings or 
piano keys or even her guitar, 
it’s the reach itself, coupled 
with her passion for music, 
that defi nes most of her en-
deavors. Reaching out, in fact, 
is what Sarah is all about.

Lawrence Brown,  humani-
ties  teacher at Cape Cod 
Academy, runs the  coffee-
  houses there that benefit 
many groups serving the 
underprivileged,  including 
the homeless.  Sarah has been 
a generous participant in 
these since seventh grade, he 
says, always using her musi-
cal talents.

“There is a deep human-
ity that runs in the family,” 
  Brown says.

 Sarah  credits her parents 
for modeling their hands-on 
volunteer work and their 
own love of the arts.  She 
also sings and plays the harp 
 professionally.   Simply for 
the joy of it, she travels  from 
Marstons Mills  to Boston 
once a week for practice 
with the Harvard-Radcliffe 
Chorus, of which she is a 
member.

Sarah is most proud of 
her academic excellence  and 
says she feels lucky to be at 
Cape Cod Academy, which 
has allowed that to blossom.

“As a result of going to my 
school I can do a huge vari-
ety of things, more so than at 
a school teaching to a test,” 
she says.

 Arthur “Kerry”   Brown, her 

college adviser ,  calls Sarah’s 
“selfless spirit  and generous 
nature”  huge components in 
all that she does. Even after 
the school day is over, Sarah 
can often be found in the 
Commons area playing the 
piano for anyone who wants 
to listen .

“In simple, understated 
ways she shares with others, 
and the delight seems to be 
all hers,” Kerry Brown says.

 Not only does she have 
superb academic skills 
( including a perfect 800 
score on the math SAT), 
she balances them  with 
her involvement  in sports. 
 Although she is not the  top 
runner, she was selected 
to be captain of the  cross-
 country  team because of 
her interpersonal skills and 
team spirit.

From a  young age Sarah 
has been seeking chal-
lenges in many places. She 
was selected in fifth grade 
to be in the Johns Hopkins 
Center for Talented Youth 
program.  And she  enjoys her 
part-time job bu sing tables 
at The Paddock restaurant. 
The Boston Globe awarded 
Sarah a silver key in the 
Scholastic Art Competition 
for a weaving she did on a 
loom.  She is among 15,000 
 National Merit Scholarship 
Finalists, out of about 3.2 
million students graduating 
nationwide this year.

Alt hough Sarah hasn’t 
chosen a college  yet, she 
knows she wants to double-
major in math and music.

“My love for math comes 
from music and vice versa. 
All my questions about 
music were math-based.” 
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Advice to freshmen: “Don’t be afraid 
to try things that you never thought 

you’d be good at.”
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Devon Colmer creates opportu-
nity out of challenges. 

A Renaissance man who 
sailed through honors chem-

istry and physics classes while main-
taining straight As, Devon runs on 
the track and cross-country teams, 
plays baseball and golf , and has 
played the flute since sixth grade.

A self-taught artist, his portfolio of 
drawings and paintings earned him 
acceptance into advanced art classes.

Devon wanted to put some of his 

artwork on the Internet for his rela-
tives to see. Rather than simply post 
photos via a commercial photo pro-
gram, Devon chose to learn HTML 
and build his own Web site.

When he broke his foot during 
baseball season, rather than quit 
the team, Devon became the team 
manager.

Despite not being the tallest on 
the track team, he recently took up 
jumping high hurdles. “I just do it 
because it’s fun. It’s unique in that 
I’m one of the smaller runners,” he 
says with an easy smile.

His younger brother, Sam, has 
Down syndrome and is an athlete, 
too.

“Sam is pretty wild. He’s changed 
our family a lot, in a good way, and 
we do many different things because 
of him. He makes you think,” says 
Devon.

Devon helps out at C amp 
Jabberwocky, a summer camp on 
Martha’s Vineyard for people  with 
special needs. “They put on a play 
every summer,” he says. “Most of the 
kids are in wheelchairs, and they 
go to the beach every day. It’s really 

something seeing the counselors 
carrying them across the sand.”

Devon has been accepted at 
Boston College, and wait-listed at 
Harvard and Columbia. He’s inter-
ested in engineering and likes the 
idea of having access to theater and 
cultural opportunities in Boston. 
“I’m drawn to the cosmopolitan life,” 
he notes. 

Family is important to Devon. 
“My dad says that 99 percent of the 
things you worry about never hap-
pen, so you should relax and not 
worry from the get-go.”

“Don’t let your education get in the way of learning. In school, it’s about getting the grade. 
It’s also important to fi t what you really like into your life.”
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Sarah Van Sciver uses her musical abilities to perform at community fundraisers and interfaith 
events, or just to share beauty with those around her. She also excels academically, and would like 
to combine music and math in a double major at college.
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Devon Colmer doesn’t see hurdles, he sees opportunities, whether fi tting community service and sports into a demanding academic schedule, submitting a personal 
portfolio to gain access to advanced art classes, or taking part in state and national youth leadership conferences.


